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An Investigation on Graduates from Jinshi Guan
of Imperial University of Peking

LI Shuo CHEN Peng
( School of Government Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: For the purpose of pursuing practical learning and cultivating talents the last two batches of jinshi ( the successful
candidates of the highest imperial examination) in the late Qing Dynasty were required to enter the Imperial University of Peking
to accept western education before taking service. As a result Jinshi Guan was established in the university. However in Au-
gust 1906 due to abolishment of the Imperial Examination there would be no longer jinshi thus Jinshi Guan would be lack of
students. Therefore the regulations were accommodated to circumstances at the time. In other words Jiachen batch jinshi were
sent to study abroad in Japan while Guimao batch jinshi were still in residence until graduation. At the beginning of 1907 the
first and the only batch of students graduated from Jinshi Guan a total of 77 persons in accommodating class and 28 persons in
non-accommodating class. Taking the accommodating class students as study subjects this paper aims to analyze their careers
and life choices and draw the outline of the specific image of “transitional social community ”. The particular generation who
were both traditional and modern reflects China’s conflict and integration in the changeable age.

Key words: Imperial University of Peking; Jinshi Guan; western learning; imperial examination
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